Dear _____________,

On April 20th and 21st, I will be participating in the MS Bike Ride as part of the ________________ Team. I am participating in the ride to raise money to help fund research into the cause, treatment and cure for multiple sclerosis and provide services to the 7,000 people living with MS in South Florida. I have challenged myself to ride ___ miles and raise $___ dollars. This is one of the greatest challenges I have set my mind to, and I am counting on your generosity and support to make this goal a reality.
TOP 10 REASONS TO HELP ME RAISE MONEY FOR MS:
10. 
Multiple sclerosis is a chronic, often disabling disease of the central nervous system the brain, spinal cord and optic nerves, believed to result from attacks by the immune system.

9. 
Every week, 200 young adults in the United States learn that they have multiple sclerosis.

8.       
An MS diagnosis means never knowing how the disease will affect you.  It could affect your ability to walk or talk, your bladder control, your vision, memory or cognitive skills.  For some, it will mean the end of their careers, for others everyday tasks such as caring for a child, making dinner or doing the laundry will become impossible.

7. 
MS strikes between the ages of 15 and 50, when people are just beginning their career, their marriage and their family.

6.
For at least 500,000 people in the United States, MS is a reality. 

5.
MS research gives us invaluable insight into the function of the immune & nervous systems and provides a window of treatment for MS and many other auto-immune diseases.

4.        $___ is a lot of money and I can only raise it with your help.

3.        ALL donations (large and small) make a difference.

2.        ____ miles is a long way to ride, but knowing I have your support will help me meet this challenge.

1.
With continued research, we can find a cure.
With the generosity of people like you, we someday hope to find a cure for MS. Donations of every size are extremely helpful and greatly appreciated. 
You can make checks payable to the National MS Society and mail directly to me. Please be sure to put my name in the memo section.  Or you can e-pledge me with your credit card at {YOUR PERSONAL DONATION LINK}.

Thank you for your support!
Regards,

Dear _______:

Has it really been two years since we last saw one another?  Things have been so crazy around here that I hardly have time to turn around!  I bet you wouldn’t recognize me since I have taken up my new hobby…cycling! As a matter of fact, I’m “in training” for the MS Bike Ride to be held on April 20th and 21st, 2013.  I will be joining over 2,500 other cyclists on my way to Key Largo to help raise money to end the devastating effects of multiple sclerosis.  

Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a chronic, potentially disabling disease of the central nervous system.  Its symptoms come and go without any pattern or warning and range from fatigue, difficulty walking and double vision to paralysis and blindness. I will be riding on behalf of my aunt Mary, who was recently diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.  Although she is currently doing well, we are all doing our best to cope with the uncertainty of this disease. 

The National MS Society has been a source of great comfort to my aunt Mary and now I want to help them.  My goal is to raise {FUNDRAISING GOAL}.  Please help me reach my goal by making a contribution to the National MS Society.  Remember, every contribution is tax deductible under IRS rules and the National MS Society will provide an official acknowledgement of gifts of $50 or more. 
Please send your contribution to me with your check payable to the National MS Society.  I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope to make it even easier!  Or you can e-pledge me with your credit card at {YOUR PERSONAL PAGE WEB ADDRESS}.

Again, thank you for your help and support in this cause that is so important to me. 

Sincerely, 

To Whom It May Concern:
I am preparing to take on one of the most challenging experiences of a lifetime! On April 20th and 21st, I will join thousands of local cyclists to ride fifty, Metric Plus, or Double Century over two days in the MS Bike Ride. In accepting this challenge, I ask you to support me in my journey. 

Each week, 200 people in the U.S. are diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. This diagnosis dramatically changes the lives of those with MS and their families. Across the country many cyclists, like myself, accept the challenge to ride in an MS Bike Ride. This year, cyclists across America will ride over 100 different MS Bike Rides to fuel research and provide funds to help find a cure for this mysterious disease. 

The MS Bike Ride hopes to raise over $1.5 million in the effort to fight MS. The average cyclist raises over $805, with many who raise well over $1,000; my personal goal is to raise $______ and I can’t achieve this goal without your help.

Together: you, my fellow cyclists and I will make an undeniable impact on research to find a cure for MS and on local programs and services to improve the daily lives of those with MS. 

Please, accept my offer and make a difference. Simply send me your check or money order payable to the "National MS Society."  You can also quickly and safely donate online at {YOUR PERSONAL PAGE WEB ADDRESS} to make a contribution.

Sincerely,

Dear _______________,

 

I find it hard asking someone to make a donation.  I guess we all do.  But, today I’m writing to you about a cause that’s important to me and a cause that I know you will want to support.  I’ve committed myself to meet both a physical and fundraising challenge by signing up for the 2013 MS Bike Ride. Only I can prepare for the physical demands of a fifty, Metric Plus, or Double Century bike ride, but I need your help to meet my fundraising goal.

MS is an unpredictable and devastating disease that can attack many of us in the prime of life.  Imagine one day you are ready to take on the world…and the next you are faced with the diagnosis of an incurable and debilitating disease.  That’s why I’m participating in the MS Bike Ride on April 20th & 21st 2013 and asking you to help me make a difference.

MS researchers have made extraordinary progress these last few years searching for a cure and your contribution will help support these vital efforts.  Funds will also be used to support local programs for people with MS and their families.

You can help me reach my fundraising goal of $________ by sponsoring me in the MS Bike Ride.  It’s easy.  Just complete the enclosed contribution card and return it to me in the envelope provided with your check payable to the National MS Society by ______________.  Or you can learn more about MS and sponsor me online by visiting {YOUR PERSONAL PAGE WEB ADDRESS}.

Your support will mean so much to me and the over 500,000 Americans living with MS. Can I count on your help?

Warmest Regards,

